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Visiting New Zealand umpires, Diana Venter and David 

Henderson, being greeted by President, Gerry Schembri at the 
MUCC World Cup Breakfast.  (See pp 9, 10 and 11.) 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With the T&D Meeting for finals umpires only one week away, Law 43 wishes all umpires and 
scorers to be involved in the finals for this season, every success.  There will be one further issue 
of Law 43 published for this season and that will be available at the Crockett Shield match to be 
played at Wesley College, Glen Waverley, on Easter Saturday (4th April).  It would be most 
appropriate in that issue to publish any interesting incidents which occur during any of the finals 
matches, so if you are involved in finals, please “put pen to paper” or “fingers to the keyboard” in 
order to share your experiences both with fellow Victorian umpires and scorers as well as with our 
South Australian visitors. 
In this issue in the usual President/Vice-President column, Alan McCarthy outlines cricket practice 
details in the lead-up to the Easter event.  In Richard Patterson’s regular column, he offers some 
thoughts on the place of humour during your umpiring experiences as well as reflecting on the 
very busy 2014-15 season. 
The MUCC World Cup breakfast was enjoyed by all who attended and for those who could not 
attend the report on the morning will be of interest.  Those who attended included our two New 
Zealand visitors who, as usual, were here on the Exchange visit throughout the week of the VCCL 
Carnival.  You will be interested to read a letter to our President from one of them, Diana Venter, 
from the Auckland Association. 
A small piece of missing VCAUSA history, namely a former President, Harry Septimus Freeman 
has been uncovered through the research work of SACUSA historian, Kristen Thomas and one 
aspect of Kristen’s research is reported here.  In the previous issue we reported on the 
appointment of Mark Williams to the MCC Laws Subcommittee.  Mark has succeeded Sheila Hill 
whose fine record on this Subcommittee is summarised in an article here.  In addition, the 
proposed Australian women’s Big Bash League has recently been announced by Cricket Australia. 
In the regular column for this season, The Crockett Shield Mission Continues, we have announced 
the acceptance of Mr. Ken Piesse as Master of Ceremonies for the Easter event and those who 
are planning to attend either the Friday or Saturday night functions, will be interested to read Ken’s 
impressive CV. 
In this issue, I am pleased to acknowledge an article from Graham Slater concerning two run out 
incidents from his recent premier matches and a small item of “umpiring history” which occurred 
during the VCCL Country Week, sent to us by Jamie Wyatt. 
Finally, with the World Cup now “in full swing”, I could not resist reporting on the umpiring 
confusion which occurred at the MCG on the opening evening, courtesy of an article published 
recently in an issue of Playing the Game.   

Trevor Finlayson 
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Veep Speak 
The end of the season is nigh!  Good luck to all umpires and scorers and for those who are lucky 
enough to participate in finals we wish you every success. 
The Committee of Management has been busy arranging events for Easter 2015.  A number of 
our South Australian colleagues and their families are booked into the Novotel Hotel in Springvale 
Road, Glen Waverley.  The Easter events comprise – 

 The Good Friday Welcome Dinner at the Novotel 
 The Easter Saturday Crockett Shield match at Wesley College, Glen Waverley 
 The Easter Saturday Presentation Dinner at the Novotel 
 The Butler Trophy Family Day and lunch on Easter Sunday at the Glen Waverley Bowls 

Club in Springvale Road, Glen Waverley 
 A Farewell Breakfast at the Novotel on Easter Monday. 

We need to ensure that we create a suitable environment for our interstate guests.  In football 
parlance that means when at home we outnumber their supporters, we put our best team on the 
park and we send them back with the minimum amount of silverware!       
Training for the Crockett Shield will commence at 5.30 pm on Wednesday, 25th February, 2015 at 
Xavier College, Barkers Road, Kew.  The turf nets are on the left-hand side of the entry off Barkers 
Road.  Upon arrival, report to Practice Captain, Trevor Finlayson.  
Express your interest about playing at Easter by advising -    
Alan McCarthy  - Mobile 0488 799 973 or email alansuemccarthy@gmail.com   
or 
Tony Ventura – Mobile 0409 024 104 or email tony.ventura @hydrochem.com.au 
Don’t forget to send Gerry Schembri your booking form for the Crockett Shield Easter 2015 
events.  Selection criteria for the Crockett Shield team includes your willingness to contribute to 
the cause – particularly the continued development of close ties with our South Australian 
colleagues.  This is demonstrated by your attendance at Easter events.  The Selection Panel of 
Chris Allan, Tony Ventura and I are looking forward to the challenge of selecting a team that can 
dominate the Crockett Shield for some years to come. 

Alan McCarthy 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to my last column for this season. 
As this is our last meeting for the year I would like to thank the VCAUSA for cooking our BBQ 
tonight and for the strong working relationship that I have had with them over the past year.  I 
know that the VCAUSA committee has worked hard in regards to the Easter SACUSA visit and if 
you can spare some time to go along and either play or barrack for the team please do so.  We do 
not want the South Australians to think they are better than us. 
It is hard to believe we are now only a week away from the beginning of the finals series.  The 
season seems to have flown by and the amount of cricket played in Australia up to date has been 
staggering and we still have six weeks to go before it is all finished. 
At SINS I remarked that this season would be one of opportunities.  Those opportunities have 
arisen in the first-class arena for two Shield debutants, Shawn Craig and Phil Gillespie.  Futures 
League debuts for Stephen Brne and Dale Ireland.  Victorian 2nd eleven debut for Stephen Brne 
and Daryl Brigham.  Men’s junior championships for Brne, Ireland and David Shepard.  U18 
women for Luke Edwards and Nick Ferns.  All of our colleagues performed exceptionally well and 
are to be commended for the professional manner in which they conducted themselves in these 
fixtures. 
The finals are upon us.  Obviously some preparation has gone into the finals panel at this time, 
however the panels will not be announced until the Monday after the last match.  There is a 
compulsory meeting on Tuesday 3rd March for all finals panel umpires.  There are only 36 spots in 
the finals panels with 96 umpires vying for these positions.  It goes without saying there will be 
some very happy and some not so happy umpires.  
We will once again be staging the Grand Final Tent on the Saturday of the 1st Eleven Final.  This 
was a great success last year and I personally believe that it is a great opportunity for us all to get 
together to support (or “bag”) our on-field colleagues. 
Tonight we welcome members of the ICC panel of Umpires to our meeting.  This is a fantastic 
opportunity for us to both meet and talk to umpires who have reached the pinnacle of our 
profession.  Richard, Aleem, Joel, Jeff and Pistol have given up their fairly busy schedule to be 
with us tonight so please make sure you welcome them and make them feel at home. 
Winter Classes 
At this point in time I do not have an exact date for the 2015 winter classes.  I believe at this point 
in time they will actually start a little later than in previous years.  The classes are undergoing a 
review by myself and some learned members of our group.  I want to make the classes more 



Volume 21 Number 6 2014-2015 Page 7 
 

engaging for both the “new” and “long serving” umpires.  I will inform everyone as to the dates and 
the make-up of the classes. 
SINS 
SINS will be held on the AFL preliminary final weekend.  
2014/2015 Season 
I would like to thank you all for the year.  The season has been a long and busy one.  I have a 
target of having two umpires in 100% of games during the year.  This year we have had four 
games where we have been only able to stand one umpire.  This is due to a variety of reasons 
which have included illness, injury and retirements.  I thank all those who have made themselves 
available for 100% of the year and for those who have continually stood on both a Saturday and a 
Sunday.  Without this type of commitment we would not reach anywhere near 100% coverage. 
I would also like to congratulate those who have reached milestones this year.  Chris Allan, Ash 
Barrow, Mark Hanton and Damian Herft all reached the 200 Club. 
I would like to make special mention of Bill Sheahan who has just officiated in his 400th 1st eleven 
match.  A fantastic effort from Bill and he should be very proud of his achievements. 
To the mentors in all eleven’s.  Thank you for your efforts during the year.  I know the umpires in 
each eleven value the feedback which you supply them with.  It certainly helps them to grow their 
umpiring experience. 
Finally I would like to thank Daryl for his assistance and guidance during the year.  For those who 
don’t know this is Daryl’s last season.  He is retiring in August and he will be missed. 
Through this column I like to discuss and point out differing ways in which we can both improve 
ourselves and our umpiring.  This column is about humour. 
Humour in umpiring in any profession has for some time been frowned upon by players, 
spectators and commentators.  For reasons unbeknown to me, umpires are to be robotic without 
any emotion, feeling or a sense of humour.  We are funnily enough human, contrary to popular 
belief. 
Glenn James the former VFL field umpire used humour to great effect.  An example of this is when 
a player was imploring him for a free kick as he was being hit from pillar to post and was black and 
blue all over.  James replied that he was black all over and he wasn’t complaining. 
I have reproduced an article from the USA Referee magazine found at www.referee.com.  
Use Your Sense of Humour Wisely 
Officials have a reputation as being a humourless bunch.  For the most part, it's an unfair 
characterisation; it's not like we have many opportunities to show off our comedy skills.  Wearing 
giant clown shoes would be dangerous, and the joy-buzzer greeting wouldn't go over well at the 
captains’ meeting. 
However, there is a place for officials to use humour during games.  A well-timed quip can be a 
useful game-management tool.  What’s the best way to use humour?  When will a light-hearted 
approach work, and when will a joke leave crickets chirping — or worse, backfire?  Keep these 
tips in mind. 
• Forget anything demeaning. No matter how funny-looking a player's mistake might be, resist 

any temptation to have a laugh at his or her expense. The butt of the joke is likely to hear it, 
and even if he doesn't, word will get around in a hurry. The joke will be on the official, and it 
won't be funny. 
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• Keep it clean.  Game time isn't the time to imitate Chris Rock or Sarah Silverman.  If even one 
person responds negatively to an off-colour remark, an official’s reputation is in jeopardy.  A 
rule of thumb: Officials shouldn’t say anything during the game they wouldn’t want attributed to 
them in the paper.  

• Keep the crowd out of it.  They’re not looking to be entertained by officials.  In fact, they’re 
looking for excuses to dislike them.  Any attempt to make the fans an audience for humour will 
therefore backfire.  More so than players or coaches, the crowd will assume that the official is 
not taking the game seriously.  Suddenly, selling that tough, dose call will become impossible 
instead of merely difficult. 

• Timing is everything.  The end of a tight game isn’t the time for witty repartee.  The players and 
coaches have other things on their minds.  Also, a team on the wrong end of a blowout loss 
isn’t likely to respond well to humour.  If the game is out of reach, postpone the jokes until you 
reach the locker room. 

So, given all of those restrictions, when can an official use humour during the game? 
The first rule of humour is, know the audience.  Take this example:  After pregame introductions, a 
basketball crew asks the coach of an overmatched team if she has any questions.  “Yes,” she 
replies.  “Could you please help me figure out a way to stop the other team?  They’re so good!”  
Later in the game, when that coach needs a reminder to stay in the coaching box, she might 
respond better to humour than to sternness. 
With certain partners, a well-timed joke during a dead ball might break the tension.  A scared 
intense rookie might be jarred out of that deer-in-the-headlights expression by a well-timed 
remark.  A relaxed partner will have a better game and that helps everyone. 
To avoid the appearance of partiality, don’t forget to include both teams in any jokes.  A football 
umpire standing over the ball during a delay might lighten up a miserable, rainy game with a joke:  
“I think you’ve earned a letter in swimming tonight!”  He needs to address his joke to both the 
offensive and defensive lines.  That not only eases the mood, but it can be used to promote 
sportsmanship and camaraderie between teams. 
There’s a time and a place for everything - even humour from officials.  Use it carefully, and smile 
when the game goes smoothly. 
Written by Paul Hamann, who has worked at high school basketball since 1996.  He is a teacher 
from Redmond, Washington.  Article is courtesy of the Referee Magazine printed in USA. 
Remember to “do the basics extraordinarily well.” 

Richard Patterson 
----------------------------------------------------- 

A WORLD CUP UMPIRING TALE – AS TOLD BY DICKIE BIRD 
When I was umpiring in the World Cup in Pakistan in 1986/87, one of my colleagues gave Javed 
Miandad out lbw.  And if there was one thing you never did in Pakistan, it was to give Javed 
Miandad out lbw.  It was simply not on.  The story goes that when that umpire went to heaven, he 
was met at The Pearly Gates by Saint Peter, who asked him, “Have you ever done anything 
wrong?” 
The umpire thought for a moment, then replied, “Well, I do remember once giving Javed Miandad 
out in a World Cup match in Pakistan.  But that was a long time in the past.” 
“No, it wasn’t,” said Saint Peter.  “It happened just three minutes ago.” 
(from The Wit of Cricket Compiled by Barry Johnston, ISBN 978 0 340 97889 4 (Hodder & Stoughton Ltd., London, 
2010) p 236.)  
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A more than adequate  
 breakfast! 

 
Visiting NZ umpires, Diana  

Venter and David 
Henderson with former ICC 
President, Malcolm Gray. 

 
David “Bumble” Lloyd 
Addressing the MUCC 
World Cup Breakfast. 

MUCC WORLD CUP BREAKFAST 
During the early morning of Friday, 13th February, the restaurant on Level 17 of the RACV Club in 
Bourke Street, filled to capacity for the annual Melbourne University Cricket Club (MUCC) 
Business Breakfast which, for this year, was appropriately named the “World Cup Breakfast.”  As 
has become the tradition for this event, MUCC “old boy” Ron Steiner was a most efficient and 
entertaining Master of Ceremonies (MC). 

This year, thanks to the efforts and enthusiasm of Gerry Schembri, there 
were two “umpires’” tables which, in addition to 13 current VCAUSA 
umpires, included scorer, Dorothy Bugg, a “budding umpire”, Chris 
Grant, currently on the verge of playing finals at MUCC following a 
season in which he played his 300th game of Premier Cricket, the two 
visiting New Zealand umpires who were in Melbourne for the annual CV-
NZ exchange, Diana Venter from the Auckland Association and David 
Henderson from the Canterbury and Districts Association, Daryl Cox and 
Richard Patterson together with a regular “umpires’ supporter”, Kevan 
Carroll. 

A more than adequate breakfast was served to and enjoyed by all as the 
MC introduced and interviewed, firstly, Cricket Australia’s CEO, but more 
importantly for this occasion, former MUCC player, coach and ongoing 
Club supporter, James Sutherland, followed by the recently appointed 
Managing Director of the England and Wales Cricket Board (E&WCB), 
Paul Downton, and CA’s High Performance Manager, Pat Howard.  As 
was expected, Ron’s questions to James Sutherland focussed on the 
recent tragic death of Phillip Hughes while to Paul Downton, an obvious 
topic of discussion was the “fall-out” between “the English Cricket 
Establishment” and their once “star” batsman, Kevin Pietersen.  Paul Downton was questioned on 
English “stars” for the future and he mentioned three in particular to watch out for, Gary Ballance, 
Mohan Ali and Joe Root. 

The guest speaker for the breakfast was David “Bumble” Lloyd whom, with 
some success, the MC endeavoured to lead through a number of important 
issues, some involving cricket, some not.  For example, in opening the 
interview, Ron made a few pointed remarks about Bumble’s facial features 
which David explained had given rise to his nickname on account of the 
likeness to those of The Bumbles characters of a particular TV programme.  
Ron then went on to remind him that “Tomorrow is Valentines Day” and 
enquired what he had organised for his wife as a gift.  This prompted an 
entertaining tale about the leaves which would be building up on his home in 
Lancashire and how he had sent his wife a present of an extension ladder to 
enable her to get on with the task while he enjoyed the World Cup.   
The questioning then focussed on Bumble’s personal playing career, 
particularly in the Test Match arena, which had started so brilliantly in the UK 

in 1974 where he had scored 214 Not Out in the second Test against India, had maintained good 
form in Tests and ODIs against Pakistan to the extent that he was chosen for the 1974-75 MCC 
Tour of Australia, unfortunately to face the might of Lillee and Thomson.  His description of his 
treatment, prior to the invention of batting helmets and other modern-day protective equipment, by 
Thommo in the first Test on a lively WACA pitch, left little to the imagination but was the source of 
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(L→R): Richard Patterson, 

Ash Barrow and David 
Henderson 

(L→R): Darrell Holt. Bill 
Ellemor, Alan Jones and 

Nick Ferns 

considerable laughter.  He continued as a member of the team for the second, third and fourth 
Tests in Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide, respectively, but returned home following injury, never 
to play Test cricket again, although he continued to captain a most successful Lancashire County 
side until 1977.  Was it any wonder that, as John Arlott wrote of David Lloyd in 1984, “in a side 
routed by the ‘heart-line’ attack of Lillee and Thomson, Lloyd was effectively shocked and 
shattered out of Test cricket.” 

He was questioned about sledging which he described as “mental 
disintegration” and confessed when asked specifically about Lillee and 
Thomson that he “was never out there long enough to sledge Thomson.”  
Given the current emphasis on the T20 format and the advent of short 
stints by international players, he deplored the lack of “club input” by 
many current international players to the County game and mentioned 
specifically the notable inputs to the 
Lancashire County team in the past by players 
such as Farokh Engineer and Clive Lloyd, both 
of whom “embraced the Club.” 

Bumble expressed his own views on the current status of English cricket 
and perhaps thinking back to the questioning of Paul Downton, 
expressed the opinion that as far as he was concerned Kevin Pietersen 
was the best batsman to appear for England in recent years. 
The MC invited questions as he brought the proceedings to a close, 
given that most present had to dash off for an “honest day at the office.”  I found myself particularly 
interested in one question from a visiting player to the MUCC from Stoke-on-Trent, whose 
question, in an accent somewhat similar to that of David Lloyd, made a point about the competitive 
and aggressive playing attitude he had encountered here in Premier Cricket by comparison with 
that “back home.”  After watching the defeat of England by Australia in the opening World Cup 
Match at the MCG on the following night, I asked myself if this may be a basic problem with many 
current English cricketers. 
Following the breakfast President Gerry Schembri took the opportunity to make presentations from 
the VCAUSA to our NZ visitors who expressed their thanks for our invitation to attend the 
breakfast.  (See front-cover picture.) 
I should like to express my sincere thanks to Dorothy Bugg for the images used throughout this 
report as well as that on the front cover of this issue. 

Ed. 
----------------------------------------------------- 

A LITTLE MORE ON LILLEE AND THOMMO 
When Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thomson were at the height of their fame, they were interviewed 
together on Australian television.  At one point the interviewer asked Lillee, “Tell me Dennis, what 
would you do if you discovered you only had thirty minutes to live?” 
Lillee replied, “I’d make love to the first thing that moved.” 
The interviewer turned to Thomson, “And what would you do Jeff?” 
Thommo replied, “I wouldn’t move for half an hour!” 
(from The Wit of Cricket Compiled by Barry Johnston, ISBN 978 0 340 97889 4 (Hodder & Stoughton Ltd., London, 
2010) p 225.) 
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LETTER TO VCAUSA PRESIDENT FROM NZ VISITOR 
18 February, 2015 

Good afternoon Gerry, 
Firstly, apologies for the very late reply - it was a bit of madness here at the office, with more than 
200 emails sitting in my inbox, and a new Programme Manager starting in the office.  The poor 
chap still doesn't have his laptop and sign-in details as no one thought any further and arranged it 
in my absence.  Well, all is settled now and everyone is happy. 
Thank you very much for sending this link [to VCAUSA Website] through to us, it is very much 
appreciated.  Wow, didn't realise we would be on the front page of the website, so it is a very big 
honour, thank you! 
It was an amazing experience, one I will treasure for a very long time to come still.  Thoroughly 
enjoyed my time in Melbourne and have come away from there with great feedback.  I am in the 
process of compiling my report, just need to get all the photos downloaded that I had taken on my 
phone, so once that is done I will send the report through. 
Take care, all the very best.  If you, or any of the other umpires ever feel like coming over on a 
casual holiday and they would like to stand on a Saturday, please do not hesitate to let me know.  
I will pass it on to our appointments manager and I'm sure they will be appointed. 
Kind regards, 
Diana [Venter] 

----------------------------------------------------- 

A PIECE OF VCAUSA HISTORY 
Readers of Law 43 with an interest in the history of our Association, may be aware that our Annual Report records the 
Presidents for the years 1907-1914 as “Not Known”.  (See VCAUSA 108th Annual Report, 2014, p 41.)  Recent 
research by the SACUSA Historian, Kristen Thomas, has revealed the following which will enable a small correction to 
be added to our records for the future.  Our sincere thanks to Kristen for her ongoing interest in such matters. 

Ed. 
Umpires’ Smoke Concert 
Tlie Victorian Cricket Umpires’ Association and the Sub-district Umpires’ Association held a 
combined smoke concert last evening at the Orient Hotel, with Mr. H. Freeman, president of the 
Victorian Umpires’ Association, in the chair.  Mr. F.F. Bean, chairman of the executive of the 
Victorian Cricket Association, who represented that body, apologised for the absence of Mr. 
Mackinnon, M.L..A., the president.  The Sub-district Cricket Association was represented by the 
president, Mr. Glen Roberts.  The Chairman proposed the toast of the combined associations, 
which was responded to by Mr. Bean and Mr. Roberts.  Mr. Bean referred to the recent dispute 
over Board of Control management.  He held that those conversant with both sides of the question 
had supported the board right up to the hilt.  Everyone, however, now wished the team in England 
every success.  One thing in the team's favour was its fielding ability; good fielding had won many 
a match. 
Mr. Glen Roberts pointed out that the football associations were encroaching upon the cricket 
season.  A conference between the associations concerned should be arranged to consider the 
matter. 

The Argus, Thursday, 9th May, 1912 
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Sheila Hill (left) with England captain 
Charlotte Edwards. 

SHEILA HILL RETIRES FROM LAWS SUBCOMMITTEE 

Sheila Hill who has played a vital role in shaping the Laws of 
Cricket and training umpires for more than 25 years has 
retired from MCC's Laws sub-committee. 
Hill had a priceless impact on the development of the Laws of 
the game during a lifetime's involvement with cricket, which 
also included umpiring the first ever World Cup final between 
England Women and Australia Women in 1973.  Her service 
to the game has earned Honorary Life Membership of MCC - 
she was one of the first ten women to be admitted in 1999 - 
and Honorary Membership of ECB's Association of Cricket 
Officials.  She was appointed MBE for services to Women's 
Cricket in 2011. 
Perhaps her biggest contribution to the Laws was through the significant role she played as part of 
the Laws Rewrite Working Party, whose work culminated in the publication, in 2000, of the first 
new Code of Laws since 1980. 
As part of her contribution to the Laws sub-committee she has also worked on MCC's Open 
Learning Manual, and on each new Edition of the Laws to be produced since 2000. 
She was joint Editor of Tom Smith's Cricket Umpiring and Scoring between 1992 and 2000, and 
reprised the role alongside her Laws sub-committee colleagues in 2011. 
MCC Laws Manager Fraser Stewart said:  “It is impossible to exaggerate the contribution that 
Sheila has made to the MCC and to the Laws of Cricket. 
"Her encyclopaedic knowledge of the Laws and how they interrelate, her drafting skills and her 
ability to explain the Laws, are second to none. 
"Sheila's tireless work on the re-drafting of the Laws and the production of a range of explanatory 
materials were hugely appreciated and will be greatly missed by the Club.” 
MCC has also appointed Mark Williams to the new post of Laws of Cricket Advisor.  (See Law 43 
Vol. 21, No. 5, page 5.)  Williams, currently Maths teacher at Eton College, played first-class 
cricket for Cambridge University and is an experienced coach, umpire and scorer.  He has 
umpired County 2nd XI cricket and also acts as a tutor in educating both umpires and scorers.  
(Thanks to Bill Ellemor for drawing this article to my attention.  Ed.) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

WOMEN’S CRICKET SHAKE-UP 
An article with the above title reported by Jesse Hogan in The Age recently, revealed details of the 
creation of a women’s Big Bash League next season. 
“Expectations Cricket Australia would replicate the city-based format of the BBL, which has 
triggered a surge in interest in men’s domestic cricket, with women have been confirmed following 
the CA board’s approval of the general concept.” 
While various matters have yet to be resolved, Brisbane-based CA executive, Belinda Clark, 
reckons “young players currently struggling to get opportunities in the seven-team [interstate T20] 
competition, will be among the biggest beneficiaries.” 

(from The Age, Friday, 20th February, 2015, p. 45.) 
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Ken Piesse at Trent Bridge, 2013 

THE CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION CONTINUES 

Mr. Ken Piesse Accepts Invitation to MC Easter Event 
Journalist, commentator and master storyteller Ken Piesse is 
Australian sports most published living author with a rare 
passion for cricket and football.  Ken has written and edited 71 
books – 70 on sport – and edited more than 500 magazines 
from cricket and AFL football to boating and business. 
President of the Australian Cricket Society and a member of 
the Australian Football Media Hall of Fame, a dozen of Ken's 
books have been written with leading cricketers Max Walker, 
Terry Jenner and Brad Hodge and footballers Dermott 
Brereton, Tony Lockett and Jason Dunstall. 
His latest cricket book due to be published in August is 
“Favourite Footy Yarns” which follows his best-selling 
“Favourite Cricket Yarns.”  In 2015 he again heads to the UK hosting an Ashes Supporter’s tour 
with his wife Susan. 
A ‘You Tube’ link to Ken talking is here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbSUv59dnbs 
Ken has spoken at sports nights, Rotary, Probus Clubs, cricket and football clubs.  Last Saturday 
night he hosted Port Melbourne CC’s 140th birthday celebrations (see Ken Piesse on Facebook) 
Testimonials 
Ken Piesse is a vibrant, passionate and inspiring Guest Speaker, who knows the “World of 
Cricket” like no other person I know - and I have been a “Cricket Lover” for more than 50 years. 

Bill Craddock 
President, Mercantile Cricket Association 

Ken Piesse is an ideal dinner guest speaker.  As a journalist of over 70 books, he has a wide 
range of stories, especially in cricket & football.  He has many yarns on various players, which are 
not common knowledge to the public.  A very entertaining speaker and very easy to listen to.  Ideal 
speaking voice.  Suit mixed audience.  Highly recommended. 

Phil O’Meara, Chairman, Victorian Sub-District Cricket Association 
It is not too late to make your booking for any part of the Easter exchange with members of 
SACUSA, including the Crockett Shield Cricket Match and lunch on Easter Saturday, 4th April, to 
be played at Wesley College, Glen Waverley,  (See booking form on page 16.) 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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Ian (left) and Jamie Wyatt at 

Footscray during Country Week.  
(Picture courtesy  of Jamie Wyatt.)

TWO RUN OUT DECISIONS FROM PREMIER CRICKET 
I’ve had a couple of things happen this season which may be of some interest.  Both involved run 
outs at the bowler’s end, one intentional, the other accidental, but both effective. 
The first was in a one-day match between Prahran and Fitzroy Doncaster in round three, umpiring 
with Viraj Soman.  Prahran made 6/190.  Fitzroy Doncaster reached 2/161 with about 10 overs to 
go.  They appeared to have the game well in hand, but “blew up”, and with one ball remaining in 
the last over of the match, the score was 9/189.  I was at the bowler’s end for the last over.  The 
batsmen had a lengthy conference and obviously decided that the non-striker would run as the last 
ball was delivered in an attempt to get at least the tying run.  As it happened, the delivery was a 
leg-side wide, but it was too late for the batsmen to stop and take another delivery.  And the 
‘keeper, realising he did not have time to run out the non-striker - who was hurtling towards the 
striker’s end – was good enough to get the ball down to the bowler’s end, where the striker was 
run out.  A tie variation I had never experienced before.  I must admit I took my time about 
signalling the wide, but eventually did so, much to the relief of the Fitzroy Doncaster captain. 
The second was in a two-day match between Footscray Edgewater and Greenvale Kangaroos in 
round 15, umpiring with Tim Wendleken.  Again I was at the bowler’s end.  The ball went through 
to the ‘keeper, who was standing back.  He fumbled the ball, which rolled behind him, and the non-
striker called for a rather injudicious bye.  The ‘keeper took off his glove and threw the ball hard at 
the striker’s end stumps.  He missed, and the ball went towards the bowler, who had followed 
through about half way down the side of the pitch.  The bowler tried to stop the ball, but succeeded 
only in deflecting it.  You can guess the rest!  The ball deflected off the bowler’s hand towards the 
bowler’s end stumps and smashed into them with the striker desperately lunging, but caught just 
short of his ground.  
I guess the lesson from both of these is to expect the unexpected and to be ready for the 
unexpected when it happens. 

Graham Slater 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

FATHER AND SON PERHAPS MAKE “A FIRST” 
During a VCCL fixture on 9th February, 2015, a father and son 
umpiring duo may have recorded “a first” in umpiring together for 
a match at Footscray between Ballarat and Sunraysia.  Panel 
member, Jamie Wyatt was appointed to the match with his father, 
Ian Wyatt who is at present an umpire on the Victorian Sub-
district Association Panel. 
Law 43 would be pleased to learn of any similar “umpiring duo” in 
this or any other cricket carnivals. 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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CONFUSION, UMPIRE ERROR, AS UDRS COMPLEXITIES CLASH 
WITH GAME’S LAWS 

There was confusion in many quarters at the Melbourne Cricket Ground last night (14th February, 
2015) when England batsman James Taylor was given out LBW and became what appeared to be 
the last of his side’s wickets to fall.  Eventually, however, it was his batting partner James 
Anderson who ended up the last dismissal thanks to the Playing Condition quirks associated with 
the Umpire Decision Review System (UDRS), and errors in applying them made by the umpires 
involved. 
With England on 231, well short of Australia’s total, only one wicket left and Taylor just two runs 
short of his maiden One Day International century, Taylor was given out LBW by umpire Aleem 
Dar of Pakistan, as he and Anderson rushed through for a quick single.  As Dar raised his finger to 
send Taylor back to the pavilion, Anderson was run out but by that time under the Laws of the 
game the ball was dead because Taylor had been ‘dismissed’. 
It didn’t end there though as Taylor asked for a review of the LBW decision given against him and 
third umpire Billy Bowden overturned Dar’s assessment as the ball was going down leg.  Once 
that happened square leg umpire Kumar Dharmasena of Sri Lanka asked Bowden to check the 
run out and Anderson was subsequently dismissed instead, leaving Taylor not out and handing 
England a loss by 111 runs. 
However, under International Cricket Council (ICC) rules for UDRS operations, Anderson should 
not have been given out as they say in part: “if following a Player Review request, an original 
decision of ‘Out’ is changed to ‘Not Out’, then the ball is still deemed to have become dead when 
the original decision was made (as per Law 23.1(a)(iii))”.  That statute goes on to say: “The batting 
side, while benefiting from the reversal of the dismissal, will not benefit from any runs that may 
subsequently have accrued from the delivery had the on-field umpire originally made a ‘Not Out’ 
decision, other than any No Balls penalty that could arise [as outlined by the previous sentence]”. 
The ICC said in a statement after the game that: “Following Australia’s 111-run victory over 
England, the Playing Control Team (PCT) met and reviewed the final ball of the game which 
resulted in James Anderson being given run out.”  It acknowledged “the ball should have been 
deemed dead when [Taylor] was given out leg before wicket [and that] no further runs or 
dismissals were possible.”  “The PCT [which was led by New Zealand match referee Jeff Crowe] 
spoke to the England team management and acknowledges that the game ended incorrectly and 
an error was made.” 

 (from Playing the Game, No. 1521-7320, 15th February, 2015) 
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BOOKING FOR EASTER 2015 
The 2015 Easter Exchange event with SACUSA will take place at Glen Waverley, Melbourne from 3rd to 6th April 2015.  As mentioned in the 
Editorial, the discount incentive (5%) is applicable until Friday, 20th February, 2015.  Please complete and send to: 
Gerry Schembri C/‐ 18 Mistletoe Close, Knoxfield VIC 3180 or by EMAIL:  Gerry.Schembri@gmail.com 

FAMILY NAME:       __________________________________________________________________________ 

ADULTS ATTENDING:  
Given Names:       __________________________________________________________________________ 

CHILDREN ATTENDING: 
Given Names & Ages:    __________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCES AT FUNCTIONS & EVENTS: 

    Number 
Cost Per Head 
Adults (Children U/12) 

Total 

FRIDAY EVENING 
3/4/2015 from 7pm 

Welcome Dinner (3 Course) 
Novotel, Glen Waverley 

  $92.50 ($25)  $ 

SATURDAY 
4/4/2015 from 10am 

Cricket Match & Lunch 
Wesley College, Glen Waverley 

  $35 ($10)  $ 

SATURDAY EVENING 
4/4/2015 from 7pm 

Presentation Dinner (3 Course) 
Novotel, Glen Waverley 

  $102.50 ($25)  $ 

SUNDAY 
5/4/2015 

Family Day Lunch & Special Activity 
Glen Waverley 

  $45 ($10)  $ 

  Included if you stay at Novotel  N/A MONDAY 
6/4/2015 

Farewell Breakfast 
Novotel, Glen Waverley    Otherwise, $25 ($10)   

Note: All Function costs are inclusive of drinks (beer, wine, soft drinks, tea & coffee). 
     

FUNCTION PAYMENT TERMS: 
All Function Costs to be paid directly to VCAUSA no later than Friday 20th February 2015. 
EFT/Direct Deposit to VCAUSA ‐ BSB: 063 001 Account No:  0091 5097 (Commonwealth Bank) 
Or by Cheque payable to VCAUSA / Cash to the VCAUSA Easter Convenor 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

The 2014-15 VCAUSA calendar for the remainder of this season is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 
Wednesday, 25 February, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Tuesday, 3 March, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting (Finals 
Umpires only) 

CV, Jollimont 

Wednesday, 4 March, 5:30 
pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Wednesday, 11 March, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Wednesday, 18 March, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Saturday, 21 March VCAUSA Finals BBQ Tent Jollimont Oval 
Wednesday, 25 March, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Friday to Monday, 3 to 6 
April 

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event 

Glen Waverley 

Friday, 8 May VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

 


